Report Wilhelmien van Diepen,                                                          26 May 2010.

Preparation period:

It was very nice to find so much support in my plan to come to The Castle of Good Hope, to the GHAS studios.

During my first visit in December at Cape Town,  I have visited the studios, because I had read about it in a local journal for tourists.

It was important for me that I already met some people of GHAS studios. Especially the person from the office, André Barnard, helped me with my questions.   

Welcome:

On this moment I still feel the joy and enthusiasm while working in the studios and making contact with the local artists.

An unique opportunity to work with and discover an other artistic culture through a very personal contact 

For me the four weeks were long enough for my goal, but in artistic aspect too short. 

If you have the possibility to stay longer you go deeper in the work, and you have more opportunities to exchange. 

Outreach to the township:

Felt necessary to help, but frustrating that it was not working on the proposed method. First disappointing, later more understood what was happening.

I tried to find a way to connect with the local artist, but the distance seemed to be unbridgeable. 

Recommendations:

-I think that a personal mentor in the first week would help the artist to find easier his way. I am graceful with the help from Fatoom and André, but lost a lot of time to find everything.   

Because it is all very unfamiliar for the artist, the town, the possibility for personal transport, to find the supplies, and much more, the mentor can help you with it. 

-The easel, the table and the chair, very nice and necessary, but some glass jars, and a kind of palette would be very nice to find on your table. The flight allows only 20 kg! 

But I had some beautiful experience by organising, also very nice! 
-Make the outreach to the township more guided. It would give a safer feeling that someone from the Ghas organisation would guide the first visit. 

And that the transport is organised and clear for the artist. Perhaps I did not realise enough that the costs are a problem?

Thank you all for this beautiful period, if it is possible I come back, preferably tomorrow!  

I keep in touch, hope I can help with some information I discussed with André, and I go to find European artists for you there! 

Best wishes to you all,

Wilhelmien van Diepen.

 

  

